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Steven Siniari is on his’ knees,“but he is not
praytn’gxlAnd~hé Aig*definitely-not in church,
> Puktiing - “aside”a"tom: section-of ‘chain-link
ferite, Siniari crawls beneath the Boardwalk

looking’i ifor one ‘of “the "teen-age mnaways B

who ‘iweni “the Underwood Motel.””

loqks Jpon a ledﬁe
less stash ‘what few : ‘belongings. they have.
Nothing. But ; sg);neone :has been here:-Siniari
“locks down'4nd finds ‘a"handbag stolen from
or lost by an out-of-town gambler

He next pokes hlS hend beneath one of the
Atlanttc City Beach Patrol lifeguard stands,
another favorite hideout for street people. He

l t'lorih hilade home He-'hved in :thezuf8 '
v J" |

"answer She is-gone, maybe to duck :into a "
" along Picific Avenue for food money.

fwho works thh Covenant House, a home for.,

‘whee. the: home-u savior.” . .. H

"‘hours. talks fo ‘them ‘gives' them. a few mﬁ“’:’-"""" .
_dollars. He returns the next day with blankets . -}-25&

..1mprove thetr accommodations.

- is lookmg fora gu'l who was here yesterday. ;
he (gaxe her a toothbrush \ 75
Pcaches” " Peaches?., You ‘here?”’ :No

,casino to. get warm, ‘mdybe 'to sell her body i
Siniari, 47,7is an Easiém’Orthodox priest <}

naway .teens. Though his title ‘is “pastoral 3
1ster, it tmght as well be : “street i

...For seven years, he has crulsed the streets .
of this 'gamblipg ‘mecca in a dirty -old
,‘Covenant House van, lookmg for homelessa ;
people. and runaways.

When he: finds, them, he sits for a couple

or another cardboard refrigerator box to

“Hesﬂgumpmg fences. ‘he’s. under‘the‘-"
ards, “he's, nto. theS (abandoned) “build-'

ot“tﬁe htlteart for thts business.

‘Hé mvests all of energy iinto it. He's out &

*til 2 o134t ni ‘rescmng klds trym‘g m“-'
e
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.)7,-h¢ ran away fromi his ¢
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oy ah empty |l guard statlo in Atlantic‘Clty,

. With - l3usrpoﬁ‘hm and more thamo; for sur teghs to KBk S
xmllton.v;sxto annually,- eats.of Bilan=‘where’ % Sonf '
tic City. t}ffe Pl nty,qf oppoﬁunv Zfor-aftful - “Rappen™that’ : ,”‘Cneag» ut When _‘he. ¢ “il¥hey”
dodgers:u . - : ice, 0 .ﬂler mother cries They

From July: 5 y
House made * ontaqt.,w,gt
on Atlantic City. streets, 212613 whom:parti¢i-‘:
pated-in the . shelter s progranis, including job" Neve owmg when 5
placemeqt drug counselmg, and life-skills. ~watchmg,51man cltooseshl
training. Covenant House.is about to opena‘-in appmachmga teen-age 5

e 1996, Covenant, ; { ~Sip:. *§ﬂorlcmg;;§,§\t_g§rlg.gnd;$q‘d
;523 teen-agers daf I 370t off Jater. 1t takes a toll.

‘ rous buSmess. memory is-of g :15-year-old. who

inip rmghr ‘be under the Boaidw
jords earefatly - ging- her Yo €omé in T ' P
o fie~found-he curled"up.

om ~C0venant movmg, “thé ‘'sand beneath her’was pink--As

ot im‘ivarl Khebeg"ged “Donl

an,d,.tqpk ,her to the
ﬁndd}othmg wrong

WT told tbe gtrl st ‘Sald‘ “Go
Rarapsack.”"" N
B er dead‘newborrl '. g
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room  “fot ‘mothers
and dnmng area; axhape g i clini
» The.: first- step app‘ .leens: 1s, q
butldmg trust. Eventually; Siniari hopes, they st rrgy air, She's aruna
- will come-infrom- thé-cold to, get a meal, a.. You seeh auybody like
. -shower ‘or medical attention.”” TR
- *1 tell them;-“Just-call your M
you e alivc .You don’t have @i_
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