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Ray Ellis, center, a Covenant House worker, talks with teens in Atlantic City while out looking for youngsters who need t

N.Y.’s Covenant House reaches ¢
to help runaways in Atlantic City

By ROSEMARY ELLIS
Staff Writer

In its New York City head-
quarters, scandal-ridden Cove-
nant House wrestles with alle-
gations of sexual misconduct by
its founder and with financial
improprieties. The local office
of the nation’s largest shelter
system for runaway youths,

however, is concentrating on’

the problems of teenagers in
Atlantic City and Pleasantville.
For the eight staff members
of the Covenant House that

- opened in November on St
James Place in Atlantic City,
that means hitting the streets
wery - night looking for runa-
(alys and street kids who need
elp.

The most recent statistics estimate that 43
percent of the youths Covenant House
workers have seen on the streets either use
intravenous drugs or engage in prostitution.

It also means teaching them
about AIDS, because some of
these youngsters — those who
become drug users or prosti-
tutes — are among those most
likely to get the deadly HIV
virus.

“Right now we are getting to
know the kids in the area and
developing a network with
other social service agencies.

It’s really too early to tell how
(the New York) problems will
affect us,” said Mary Ellen Lil-
ly, administrator of the Atlantic
City site.

Problems for the nationally
known charity began in Decem-
ber when its president and
founder, the Rev. Bruce Ritter,
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